Due to the increasing number of immunocompromised patients, combined with the advances in medical technology, fungi have emerged as a major cause of infectious disease, with Candida albicans being the major pathogen. Candida sp. are known to form biofilms upon contact with various surfaces. Fungal biofilms, especially those of the pathogen C. albicans, are a cause of infections associated with medical devices like indwelling intravascular catheters, tracheo-oesophageal voice prostheses and implants, as discussed by Coenye and coworkers in this special issue. Biofilm-associated fungal infections are particularly serious because sessile Candida cells are relatively resistant to a wide spectrum of antifungal drugs, as discussed by Bink and coworkers in this special issue. Moreover, the few antimycotics that are active against microbial biofilms often result in only partial killing of the biofilm cells, leaving a subpopulation of the biofilm cells alive, so called persisters. Because they start growing again when the antimycotic pressure drops, persisters are considered as one of the most important reasons for the recurrence of biofilm-associated infections, as discussed by LaFleur in this special issue.
